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Discussion on the Downgrading of Svalbard Airport
Guo Peiqing

Abstract: In 2017, the Norwegian government downgraded the Svalbard Airport from the "international level" to the

"domestic level", which means that international flights cannot use Svalbard Airport any more. This has caused doubts from both

the Norwegian public and the international community. Finland is the direct victim of the downgrading policy, and Russia reacts to

it most strongly. Until now, the Norwegian government has not yet published any documents regarding the downgrading, and only

attributed it to economic reasons. The downgrading does not target at the NATO countries, nor is it able to contain Russia. In fact,

it is to some extent based on the consideration of preventing China from increasing presence in the Arctic while cooperating with

the US strategy. The downgrading is contrary to the principles of "liberty of access" and "equal among members" contained in the

Svalbard Treaty, which may lead to new disputes and contlicts in the Svalbard Islands.

Keywords: Norway, The Svalbard Islands, Arctic, airport downgrading
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