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Status and Development of Maritime Delimitation in the Arctic Ocean

BAI Jia-yu, SUI Jia—=xin
(School of Law and Politics, Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266100, China)

Abstract; The combined effect of the development of international law of the sea and climate
change has made the Arctic Ocean a focus of interests. Concerning the Arctic and nine marginal
seas, Russia, the United States, Canada, Norway, Denmark (Greenland), and Icelandic countries
have delimitated their maritime boundaries based on international law on overlapping maritime
entitlements. The completion of maritime delimitation of the Arctic Ocean has mainly been
achieved through inter-state agreements. However, there are also precedents resolved through
dispute settlement mechanisms. Most of the border lines are located in the marginal sea area, and
only a few area extend to the Arctic Ocean. In addition, there is still a considerable part of the
unfinished maritime delimitation in the Arctic Ocean, mainly involving issues concerning the
application and approval of the 200 nautical mile continental shelf submitted by the countries along
the Arctic Ocean to the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf (CLCS). In general,
there are trends of “negotiation settlement”, “fair principle” and “collective cooperation” in
maritime delimitation in the Arctic Ocean, which is of great significance for China to participate in
the Arctic affairs and claim its legitimate maritime rights and interests in the future.

Key words; Arctic Ocean area; maritime delimitation; progress; Arctic stakeholders



