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The International Law Basis and Analysis of the Development and
Construction of the Tumen River Port: Based on

the Navigation of the Arctic Northeast Passage

MA Dantong, DONG Yue

(Law School of Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266100, China )

Abstract; The Arctic Northeast Passage is one of the three routes for the construction of maritime
cooperation with the “Belt and Road”.The basic conditions for navigation are already in place. The
Tumen River estuary is the closest location to the Northeast Passage in China. The construction of
the Tumen River into the sea port has important economic driving effects and strategic signifi-
cance for China.The paper sorted out the developing history of the Tumen River port and the con-
sensus of the early cooperation between China, Russia and North Korea,and the relevant legal ba-
sis.The international law bases were proposed,for Tumen River obtaining the rights to enter the
sea and to develop and invest in the port construction, by two links of development and construc-

tion.In accordance with international law,it was proposed to develop and construct the Tumen
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River into the sea free port in the future,and further proposed to strengthen cooperation through
negotiation or consultation to win the right to enter the sea in the mouth of the Tumen River;to
build the Tumen River Freeport in accordance with the fourth-generation free port model,
strengthen its interconnection with surrounding ports. Suggestions on the establishment of the
Tumen River port-type free trade zone with the Tumen River port as the hub were also proposed.
Key words: Arctic Northeast Passage, Tumen River Port, Tumen River Port Free Trade Zone, De-

velopment, International Law
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