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The Suicide Problem of Canadian Arctic Indigenous People

Guo Peiqing Shen Qian
(School of International Affairs and Public Administration, Ocean University of China,
Qingdao 266000, China)

Abstract: The suicide rate of Canadian Arctic indigenous people is about 10 times higher than that of
Canada as a whole. The high suicide rate of Canadian Arctic aborigines and the wave after wave of suicides
easily cause social panic, trigger" domino effect", reduce the labor force and the imbalance of male and fe-
male, and then make the economic development of Canadian Arctic region insufficient economic develop-
ment and bring serious social problems. The suicide of Canadian Arctic aborigines in different periods has
obvious periodical characteristics. In recent years, the problem of suicide among Canadian Arctic aborigi-
nes has been getting worse and has attracted more attention from the international community. Harsh nat-
ural geographical environment determines that the indigenous communities will face all kinds of social
problems. The historical trauma they have suffered also leads to cultural interruption and loss of tradi-
tions, which cause ethnic identity crisis. The imperfect suicide defense mechanism and mental health serv-
ices, as well as other factors such as media coverage and excessive intake of alcohol and drugs, are the rea-
sons for the worsening of the current Canadian Arctic aboriginal suicide problem.

Key words: Canada; Arctic indigenous people; suicide
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