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Fig. 1 The Arctic sea ice extent index from 1979 to 2012
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Fig. 2 Wavelet analysis of monthly sea ice extent based on a Molet wavelet(the shading indicates the area above 90% confidence level)
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Fig. 3 Regression of SIE monthly index with sea surface pressure (white backslashes indicate the area above 80% confidence level)
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Fig. 4 The first leading EOF mode of sea level pressure for 1979 —1996 (a),1997—2006(c). The difference between 1997 —

2006 and 1979—1996 (b). The difference of regressed SLLP by PC1 for two epochs ( 1997 —2006 minus 1979—1996) (d). White
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