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Reflections on the Construction of Chinas Maritime Discourse
Power: A Case Study of the " 981" Drilling Platform Conflict
in the South China Sea

Sun Kai  Wu Hao
(School of Law and Political Science, Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266100, China)

Abstract; The 21st century is the century of ocean, and the maritime discourse power is very impor-
tant for the survival and development of the sovereign state. In 2014, the offshore 981 drilling platform is-
sue reflects the lack of China’s maritime discourse power. In this case, the governments and people of
neighboring countries did not respect China’s legitimate marine rights and interests by destroying China’s
production facilities; some foreign countries supported Vietnam by distorting the facts through the media,
interfering through direct military efforts and thus threatening China’s security interests. In order to effec-
tively handle this kind of events, the government and people should make efforts in ideology, policy and
action. The efforts include improving the national strength and perfecting the national strategy, and
strengthening China’s maritime discourse power.

Key words: maritime discourse power; " 981" Drilling Platform Incidence; maritime order; maritime

soft power
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