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The Basis of Social Needs of Chinas Scientific Exploration Rights
to the Arctic and International Rights Protection

Zhao Jinping

(College of Physical and Environmental Oceanography, Ocean university of China, Qingdao, 266100)

Abstract: With the rapid melting of sea ice, the Arctic is becoming a exuberant place from the past
wilderness. China has the potential rights and interests in the Arctic, which is a concern of political, aca-
demic and economic circles. Most rights and benefits could be gained from business activities; however,
the right to explore and research in the Arctic must be gained and is indispensable. Scientific exploration
right in the international community is a " private right' of a country. Any country can have a scientific ex-
ploration right at the high seas, but in other country’s sovereignty we have to observe international and do-
mestic law. There are two ways to protect the scientific exploration right. One is based on the policy or
treaties formulated by international organizations, in which the right of our country should be appropriate-
ly considered. The other is to expand the scientific exploration right through the bilateral or multilateral
collaboration among countries. We must attach importance to the scientific exploration right at present, as
the Arctic countries take the attitude of acquiescence and support for China. It is a necessary strategy for
China to draw on the scientific exploration right in order to cope with global climate change. An important
part of Arctic scientific exploration right is connected with the success of Chinese scientists’ effort in sol-
ving the key scientific issues on Arctic.

Key words: the Arctic; scientific exploration right; the rights and interests of the state; Arctic rapid

transition; global climate change



