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The value and significance of Arctic sea routes: an analysis in the
context of the strategy of One Belt and One Road

LIU Hui+rong LI Hao-mei
( Law and Political School Ocean University of China Qingdao 266100 China)

Abstract: Due to the impact of climate change the use of the Arctic sea routes for commercial shipping are just around the
corner for China and its value and significance needs interpretation in the context of the One Belt and One Road strategy. The
Arctic sea routes have the advantage of lower economic costs and strategic values such as providing safe energy channels
boosting industrial development and promoting Arctic cooperation. In the meanwhile there are both theoretical and practical
challenges faced by China to use the Arctic routes. Throughout the layout of the One Belt and One Road strategy the signifi—
cance of the Arctic sea routes is that it can be stable sea routes for the Silk Road Economic Belt supplementary routes to the
21st century Maritime Silk Road and an important part of China’ s foreign trade network.

Key words: One Belt and One Road; Arctic sea routes; economic advantage; strategic value
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