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China’s Arctic Diplomacy: Practice Principles and Ways Forward

SUN Kai'

(1. Ocean University of China Qingdao 266100 China)

Abstract: Diplomacy is one of the most important ways of China’s engagement in the Arctic affairs and an inte—
gral part of China’s sea power construction. China’s Arctic diplomacy has been through two phases which are re—
search-dominated “Arctic science diplomacy” and Arctic-Council-membership-dominated “Arctic identity diplo—
macy”. After China was granted observer status it has reached the phase of “how to do diplomacy”. In this
new phase China should have a clear Arctic diplomacy strategy based on clarifing interests in Arctic coordina—
ting different governmental ministries involved in Arctic affairs and fully mobilizing all the actors in the field.

Thus China should build a multi-agent multi-field three-dimensional and two-way Arctic diplomacy to im—
prove China’s substantive existence in Arctic affairs and to extend China’s legal interests in Arctic.

Key words: Arctic diplomacy; coordinated mechanism; Arctic strategic planning; Arctic governance



