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Changes and Implications of Arctic Policy during Obama
Administration’s Second Term

SUN Kai' YANG Songlin'
( 1.Ocean University of China Qingdao 266100 China)

Abstract: With situation changes in the Arctic Obama concentrates more on the adjusting and implemen—
ting of US Arctic policy during his second term. In 2013  Obama issued Arctic Regional National Strategy to
enhance Arctic policy coordination and policy consistency and promoted climate governance in an attempt
to lead Arctic agenda. Reasons for the adjustment include growing geopolitical importance of the Arctic
America’s ambition to lead Arctic agenda when taking the responsibility of Arctic Council chairmanship
and its goal to construct and dominate Arctic regional order. During Obama administration’s second term
the Arctic policy highlights enhancing the efficacy of Arctic policy-making implementing Arctic strategy
and safeguarding its security interests in the Arctic. It is noteworthy to explore Obama’s Arctic policy legacy
and the future development of US Arctic policy.

Key words: the USA; Obama administration second term; Arctic policy; Arctic strategy



